Crashing The Gate:
Netroots, Grassroots, and the Rise of People-Powered Politics
An evening with the authors, hosted by SEIU Local 775 & Drinking Liberally
April 7, 2006
For more information, contact:
Alice Blackmer, Chelsea Green Publishing
703.443.9418
blackmer@chelseagreen.com
Every election cycle, the political party that loses finds itself on a two year soul-searching expedition, hoping to find key insights that will turn their party around before the next campaign begins. Pundits and activists pen countless books and magazine articles recommending one strategy or another. Most are written by DC professionals, of DC professionals, and for DC professionals, but the most compelling arguments often seep into the national consciousness. In 2004, perhaps the most widely read book aimed at Democratic activists was Thomas Frank’s What’s the Matter With Kansas? In 2006, Markos Moulitsas Zúniga and Jerome Armstrong, co-authors of Crashing the Gate, hope their book will grab similar national attention.
What Critics are Saying About Crashing The Gate
“With their shrewd proposals for changing how the Democratic Party does business, Armstrong and Moulitsas nicely illustrate their larger point: that in the Internet age, you don't need to be a Washington insider, or a veteran operative, to run a political party.”


—Peter Beinart, editor at large of The New Republic, published in the New York Times
“This is a powerful and fresh perspective on what a political party is all about, and it is one reason this book stands out.”

—Mark Schmitt of the New America Foundation, writing for Washington Monthly
“… one of the two best books I’ve read in years about the Democratic Party …”


—Charlie Cook, Cook Political Report
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Markos Moulitsas Zúniga served in the U.S. Army for three years and later earned two bachelors degrees from Northern Illinois University and a law degree from Boston University. After moving to California to work in the tech industry, Markos founded the website DailyKos.com in May 2002. His blog has had a meteoric rise and now gets more than a million unique visitors each day, making it one of the most popular blogs in the nation. Markos lives in Berkeley, California.
Jerome Armstrong, a pioneer of the political blogosphere, founded one of the first political blogs, MyDD.com, in 2001. An architect of the netroots strategy that used blogs and meetups for Howard Dean's campaign, Jerome works as an internet strategist for advocacy organizations and political campaigns with his company, Netroots.com. He lives in Alexandria, Virginia.

For more information on Crashing the Gate, contact the Chelsea Green Publishing’s media relations representative, Alice Blackmer, by phone at 703.443.9418, or by email at blackmer@chelseagreen.com
About Drinking Liberally

Justin Krebs and Matthew O'Neill founded Drinking Liberally in New York City in May, 2003.  Frustrated with what they saw as a ‘free pass’ given to right-wing politics, Drinking Liberally began as a “one-part support group and one-part strategy session” for committed Democrats. Beginning in 2004, Krebs & O’Neill expanded beyond New York, with new chapters in Boston, DC, and Philadelphia.  Today, Drinking Liberally boasts 136 chapters in 40 states.
Nicholas Beaudrot manages the local chapter of Drinking Liberally, which meets every Tuesday at 8pm at the Montlake Ale House (2307 24th ave E). Since its first meeting in January of 2005, attendance at Drinking Liberally has grown from three to today’s weekly average of 30-35 visitors. Guest speakers have included State Rep. Ed Murray (D-Montlake/Capitol Hill), US Rep. Jay Inslee (D-Redmond/Kirkland/Edmonds & Kitsap Co.), US Rep. Jim McDermott (D-Seattle), King County Executive Ron Sims (D), US Congressional Candidate Darcy Burner (D-Bellvue/Issaquah & North Pierce Co.), as well as activists representing Equal Rights Washington, Heart of America Northwest, and other issue-based organizations.

For more information on Drinking Liberally, visit http://www.drinkingliberally.org
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